Programs and Events
Winter 2018-2019
Department of
Recreation and Parks

300 Oella Avenue; Catonsville, MD 21228
BannekerMuseum@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov
410-887-1081

Park Hours: Sunrise-Sunset Every Day
Museum: 10am-4pm Tuesday-Friday
Closed Mondays; Closed Sundays Nov-April

Winter Holiday Programs at BBHPM!
Saturday, December 1
12noon-3pm Friends’ Holiday Bazaar
Looking for a unique gift? We'll have a wide range of
holiday gifts by area crafters that will be reasonably
priced just for this occasion. Hosted by the Friends of
Benjamin Banneker Historical Park & Museum.

Saturday, December 8

Thursday, December 20,

continuing for three Thursdays

Nature, You & Me Winter Mini Series
You and your preschooler will enjoy a “cool” nature
topic in each class with hands-on activities, crafts,
stories and hikes. Three Thursdays: Dec 20, Jan 17,
Feb 14.
10:30am-11:30am OR 1:00pm-2:00pm
Ages 3-5 with adult; $10 covers all 3 sessions

10am-Noon Evergreen Centerpiece Workshop
Have fun creating a festive evergreen centerpiece and
learn the seasonal symbolism of evergreens. Workshop
also includes informal identification of evergreens. Evergreens, oasis, taper candle and pine cones are provided.
Bring your own container (no larger than 6" x 8") and
optional, hand pruners.
Adults Only; $15.00 per centerpiece

Sunday, December 9
2pm-4pm Holiday Tea
Have a relaxing afternoon during the holiday rush. Enjoy
the Fourtitute Flute Quartet at the Banneker Foundation’s
second annual Holiday Tea. Three courses of tea and
light refreshments will be served as you have a chance to
learn about them and talk with three character interpreters in the roles of Jemima Bannaker, Jacob Hall, and
Molly Bannaky.
$25 per person; ages 10 and older

Wednesday, December 26 and
Friday, December 28
11:30am-3:00pm Winter Break at BBHPM--

Naturalist Discovery Days

Calling all curious naturalists! Spend time getting
acquainted with some of the fur, feathers, and bones
that are part of our collection. Through "hands-on"
opportunities to touch and "close- up" looks you'll get
to examine and learn more about local natural history.
Adults must accompany children under age of 12.
All ages; Each day: $3/person; $10/family

Thursday, December 27
1:00pm-2:30pm Art and the Cosmic Connection
Let the beauty of the cosmos inspire you! Use art to
help understand geologic features of planetary objects.
NASA planetary images taken by Hubble telescope are
used to connect elements of art with astronomy through
analysis and creative artistic interpretation of planetary
objects. All art supplies are provided.
Ages: 10 and up; $3/person

Toy Drive: December 1 through December 15
Donations of unwrapped toys, gloves, and hats for distribution to local children’s charities
providing for underserved youngsters can be dropped off at the museum.
Hours Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
(Adults, Children, & Families)
Friday, December 28

Saturday, January 19

6:30pm-8:00pm Sleepy Moon Campfire
Warm up around the campfire on this moonless night—one of
the darkest nights of the year. Say goodbye to the old year and
hear some “sky stories” written in the
winter heavens. If the sky is clear we will look for the Milky
Way, planets, and common winter constellations. Dress warmly. Optional: bring a blanket to huddle under and a mug to fill
with a warm beverage. Warm beverages provided.
Family Friendly – ages 4 and up
$3 person/$10 family

Saturday Storytime: Moon Tales
Join us for a fun-filled hour of moon stories, astronomy, and
activities.
$3/per child
Ages 3-7 with adult (adult does not pay)
Meet at Banneky House

Saturday, January 19

“Where’s the Bear?” - Full Moon Stroll,
Campfire and Touch Station
6:00pm-7:30pm

Saturday, December 29
1:30pm-3pm Kwanzaa Celebration
Come and join us as we celebrate the principles of Kwanzaa
with Master Griots who will weave stories about today's principle which is "Nia", which means a "sense of purpose, setting
goals to benefit the community". The principles of Kwanzaa
and their message have a universal meaning for all people of
good will.
Adults and children ages 4+

10:00-11:00 and 1:00-2:00

FREE

Saturday, January 5

Did you ever wonder where all the animals go in winter? Come
find out who’s out and who’s not on this full moon winter
evening. We’ll take a short walk through the woods to listen
and look for signs of animals, then warm up by the fire and
learn how our local animals have adapted to survive the cold of
winter. Dress for the weather and walking outdoors. Optional:
bring a flashlight and a mug to fill with a warm beverage.
Warm beverages provided.
Family Friendly – ages 4 and up
$3 person/$10 family

1:00pm-2:30pm Snakes!
What has no legs, no arms, and can
climb trees on its belly? Visit us this
afternoon as Dr. Ray Bosmans shares
his critters, stories, and expertise with
us!

Sunday, January 20

Free! Adults and children 3 and older

Come out to enjoy both a total eclipse and a campfire
to help keep you warm. Telescopes and binoculars will
be available. Astronomers will be on hand to share
knowledge and answer your questions. This is the last
total lunar eclipse viewable in North America until
2022.

Saturday, January 12
1:00pm-2:00pm Know your Lunar Eclipses!

Get ready for the great American total lunar eclipse of 2019
and learn about Banneker's methods for making lunar eclipse
predictions for his almanacs. Know what to look for as the
Earth's shadow moves across the Moon to make a blood-red
spectacle on the night of January 20th to 21st . Local NA SA
navigation specialist and amateur astronomer Steve Bilanow
will discuss the appreciation and predictions of lunar eclipses
through the ages.

10:00 pm-12:00 a.m. /
Midnight!

Special Event: Lunar Eclipse Campfire

Dress for the outdoors. Program cancelled in case of
cloudy skies.

Ages: 10 and up
$3/person

Free!
Adults and families with children age 10 and older

Saturday, January 19
9am-3pm Onion Basket Workshop

Expert basket maker, Joan Betzold, will lead you in creating a
onion basket. Basket supplies provided. Bring your own lunch,
pencil, scissors, tape measure, bucket, towel and a dozen
clothespins or clamps. Any experience and RSVP early, space
is limited.
$45; adults and teens only

Stay up-to-date on all of our programs,
events, and news: Follow us on Facebook!
@BannekerMuseum

PUBLIC PROGRAMS, cont’d.
(Adults, Children, & Families)
Wednesday, January 23

Saturday, February 2

4:00pm-5:30pm Art and the Cosmic Connection

10:30am-11:30am and 1:30pm-2:30pm

Let the beauty of the cosmos
inspire you! Use art to help understand geology features of
planetary objects. NASA planetary images taken by Hubble
telescope are used to connect
elements of art with astronomy
through analysis and creative
artistic interpretation of these
objects. All supplies are provided.
Ages: 10-14
$3/person

Saturday, January 26
1:00pm-2:00pm Now and Then: Along the

Number 9 Trolley to Ellicott City

If you’ve walked the #9 Trolley Trail you probably know
that the trail was once the
right-of-way of a streetcar line that many years
ago connected Ellicott
City to downtown Baltimore. Join us as Dave
Ditman, a retired Howard County history teacher, a member of the Baltimore Streetcar Museum,
and a member of the
boards of directors of both Catonsville Rails to Trails and the
Baltimore Architecture Foundation, shares a collection of
now and then photos, and explains how that trolley line came
to be, and what eventually became of it.
Free!
Adults and families with children age 12 and older

Saturday Storytime:
Groundhog, Candlemas or Both?

Come and discover the fascinating answer to this question.
This program combines astronomy, ancient beliefs and early
American settlers to tell the story from the Candlemas of ancient days to the modern American holiday of Groundhog
Day.
All ages welcome
$3/person

Saturday, February 9
1:00pm-3:00pm African American First’s in Baltimore

County

Details to come. Hosted by the Benjamin Banneker Historical
Park & Museum.

Saturday, February 16
11am-4pm / drop-in Meet Mary Banneker
As a woman, mother, and a wife, Mary Banneker was an integral part of the community and the Banneker homestead of
the 1700s.
Learn how Mary prepared for winter by drying herbs, sewing
blankets, and lighting the fireplace and candles. Find out how
Mary used plants and herbs to care for herself and her family
during illness, according to the medicinal expertise of the
1700s.
Free! All ages

Moss Workshops
Saturday, February 2
1:30pm-2:30pm Black History Month Celebrates Oney

Saturdays: December 29, January 26, February 23
10 am- noon

Judge

Join the Natural History Society of Maryland for an in-depth
study of selected mosses at Banneker Park.

In honor of Black History Month, Nastassia Parker-Gross, a
historical re-enactor, will portray Oney Judge. Judge was
born in 1773 on George Washington’s plantation located in
Mount Vernon, Virginia. Upon hearing that she would be
sold to Mrs. Washington’s granddaughter as a wedding gift,
Judge ran away. Now you can listen to her story, which was
documented by several 19th century newspapers, and learn
about the trials and tribulations she encountered while traveling on the path to freedom and independence. Sponsored by
the Benjamin Banneker Foundation.

Adults and teens; $10 donation to the NHSM

FREE - Donations Appreciated
Registration Recommended (Light Refreshments Served)
Silent Auction Available
Adults and children 10 and older; Free

PUBLIC PROGRAMS, cont’d.
(Adults, Children, & Families)

Wednesday, February 20 and 27

Saturday, February 23

4:00pm-5:30pm Afterschool Special:

12noon-3pm, drop-in Maple Sugaring in Maryland

Simple Machines and More

People have always developed and used technology to solve
problems. During the days of Benjamin Banneker, the "star"
problem-solvers were simple machines. Participants explore
the use of simple machines and solve challenges experienced
in colonial Maryland.

Maryland is at the southern edge of the eastern US for tapping maple trees. Mr. Banneker likely tapped maple trees to
harvest one of nature’s tastiest sweeteners. Learn about the
history of maple sugaring, help tap a tree, and taste the
sticky treat for yourself!
All ages; $3 person/$10 family

Ages: 6-10; $3/person

Tuesday, February 26

Friday, February 22
6:30pm-8:00pm "Cold Moon" Hike & Campfire
Had enough of winter? Get outdoors and take a light, 1 mile
hike through the woods with us, then “chill” by the fire with
S’more’s and conversation. Come see how beautiful evening
woods in winter can be while you dash away those cabin
fever blahs! Dress for the weather.
Optional: bring an old beach towel to cushion the benches
and a mug to fill with a warm beverage. S’more supplies and
warm beverages provided.

1:00pm-3:00pm

Maple Sugaring in Maryland for Homeschoolers
Maryland is at the southern edge of the eastern US for tapping maple trees and making syrup. Learn tree identification, simple tapping techniques, and the boiling process for
making this naturally sweet maple syrup.
All ages; $3 person/$10 family

Family Friendly – ages 6 and older
$3 person/$10 family

Programs for Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts

Banneker Park and Museum offers programs for scouts of all ages. Program themes include history,
forestry, naturalist, astronomy, and more. Programs can also be designed upon request. Looking for a
Community Service project? Scout program fees vary depending on the program,
but typically start at $3 per scout.
For more information, contact us at:
BannekerMuseum@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov OR 410-887-1081

PROGRAM & REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
Please register early—it helps us plan! Some programs may fill, in which case walk-ins cannot be accepted.
Email us at BannekerMuseum@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov
OR Call the Park Office at 410-887-1081 / TTD 410-887-5319





Advance registration is required for all programs.
Payment must be made within 5 business days of our confirming email, or your spot will be yielded to the waiting list.
All payments are donations and non-refundable unless Banneker cancels the program.
All programs and events are rain or shine unless a rain date is specified. Program leaders will call registered participants ONLY in the event
of cancellation no less than 1 hour before the program start.
 Children under 13 years of age must be accompanied by an adult (unless the program is specifically a drop-off program). These programs
are not designed to provide childcare. Therefore, parents should discuss attendance expectations with their child. Park staff cannot detain
youth wishing to leave at any time.
 Programs are designed for individuals and families, not groups. If you would like to arrange a program for a group or an organization,
please contact the park office Tuesday through Friday 8:30am-4:00pm.
 Should you require special accommodations (i.e. language interpreter, large print, etc.) please give as much notice as possible by calling
the Park Office, or the Therapeutic Office at 410-887-5370.

